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THE EXCELLENCE OF DHU’L-HIJJAH

Dhu'l-Hijjah is the last month of the Islamic calendar. It
literally, means “Hajj.” It goes without saying that the great
annual worship of Hajj is what gives this month its
significance. Some specific merits and rules relevant to this
month are mentioned as hereunder:

The First Ten Days

The first ten days of Dhu'l-Hijjah are amongst the most
magnificent days of the Islamic calendar. The Messenger of
Allah (Peace be upon Him) has said, “One fast during these days
is equal to the fasting of one complete year, and the worship of one
night during this period is equal to the worship in Lailatul Qadr.”?

Every Muslim is required to use this wonderful opportunity
to perform as much Ibadah (acts of worship) of Allah, as he or
she can.

The 9t day of Dhu’l-Hijjah

The 9th day of Dhu’l-Hijjah is called “Youmul Arafah” (The
Day of Arafah). This is the day when the Hujjaaj (pilgrims of
Hajj) assemble on the plain of Arafat - some six miles away
from Makkah al-Mukarramah - and perform the most
essential part of the prescribed rites of Hajj - the ‘Wugoof of
Arafat (the stay at Arafat).

1 Recorded by At-Tirmidhi & Ibn Majah




THE FAST OF YOUMUL ARAFAH

For those not performing Hajj, it is Sunnah to fast on this day,
as per their own native calendar. It sometimes occurs that 9
Dhu’l-Hijjah falls on different days in other countries
according to the sighting of the moon. In such instances,
Muslims are required to observe Youmul Arafah according to
the lunar dates of their own country.

The fast of Youmul Arafah has been emphasized by Allah’s
Messenger as a Sunnah act. He (Peace be upon Him) said:
“Fasting the day of Arafah expiates (the sins of) the previous year
and the coming year.”?

2 Recorded by Muslim




THE EID PRAYER

Anas (May Allah be pleased with him) reports that when the
Prophet (Peace be upon him) arrived in Madinah, the
Medinans had (reserved) two days for festivities. Upon
enquiry he was told that in the days of ignorance, they
would have games on these two days. The Prophet (Peace be
upon him) then said: “In lieu of these, Allah has granted you
something better. These are Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Azha.”3

A special prayer known as the Eid prayer is offered on both
these days. Two Rakahs (unit) Eid Prayer is Sunnah Al
Muakkadah (the emphasized Sunnah), wherein the Qur’an is
recited aloud. Its time commences at early morning: In the
first rakah, seven extra takbir (i.e. Allahu Akbar), are made
after the Tawjeeh (traditional praise), and in the second Rakah,
five extra takbir are made before reciting the Surah Al Fatihah.
A sermon follows at the end of prayer.

One can offer the Fid prayer without a sermon or give a
sermon before prayer; It is, nevertheless, undesirable.

The Parts of Sunnah

1. Taking a bath and doing Miswak.
2. Dressing up with one’s best clothes.

3. Wearing perfume.

3 Recorded by Abu Dawood




4. Taking dates or (any) sweet before going for the Eid-al
Fitr Prayer. It is also recommended not to do breakfast
before the Eid al-Azha prayer. Should you be sacrificing
an animal, it is better to take its meat after prayer.

5. Offering prayer at the Idgah.

6. Going walking to prayer.

7. Taking different routes when leaving to prayer and
returning.

8. Offering the Fid al-Fitr charity before the Eid prayer.

9. Reciting the Takbir on the way to prayer.

How to offer the Eid Prayer

Both Eid Prayers are Sunnah Al Muakkadah. Their time
commences at early morning. As described earlier, in the
first rakah, seven extra takbir are made after Takbir Tahreemah
and Tawjeeh; and in the second rakah, five extra takbir are
made before reciting Surah Al Fatihah. While doing so, it is
sunnah to raise hands to the level of the ears. Between every
takbir, it is desirable to say:

o S EN AT T N se s S N T s

In the last takbir however, one should not recite the words
given above; but instead recite Surah Al Fatihah aloud,
followed by another Surah from the Qur’an. It is desirable to
recite Surah Qaaf or Al-A’laa in the first rakah, and Surah Al
Qamar or Al-Ghashiya in the second rakah. It is sunnah to
deliver a sermon in two parts after prayer.



Commands with regards Eid al-Azha

The commands are quite similar to those governing Eid al-
Fitr. The Prayer for both the Eids is identical. On Eid al-
Azha, one is recommended to have breakfast after Prayer. In
his sermon, the Imam should guide the congregation on
animal sacrifice.

Eid al-Azha prayer may be offered until 12 Dhu’l-Hijjah. It is
Sunnah to say Takbir Tashrig once from the morning of 9
Dhu'l-Hijjah to 13 Dhu'l-Hijjah Asr, whether one prays in
congregation or alone, whether being a traveler or a resident,
being ill, male or female, or in a town or village. It is sunnah
on everyone. Likewise, it is recommended by the sunnah to

say the takbir while sacrificing the animal. This is known as
Takbir Tashrigq.

Takbir Tashreeq

Here is the Takbir Tashrig:
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ANIMAL SACRIFICE
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“And for all religion We have appointed a rite [of sacrzfzce] that
they may mention the name of Allah over what He has provided for
them of [sacrificial] animals.”
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“We have made the sacrifice of camels and cows among the salient
features of (the Deen) of Allah. There is benefit in it for you.”>
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“Their meat will not reach Allah, nor will their blood, but what

reaches Him is piety from you. Thus have We subjected them to

you that you may glorify Allah for that [to] which He has guided
you; and give good tidings to the doers of good.”®

e
“So pray to your Lord and sacrifice [to Him alone].””
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“Say, ‘Indeed, my prayer, my rites of sacrifice, my living and my
dying are for Allah, Lord of the worlds.”"s

4 Surah Al Hajj: 34
5 Surah Al Hajj: 36
6 Surah Al Hajj: 37
7 Surah Al Kauthar: 2
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Narrated “Aishah (May Allah be pleased with her) that the
Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said: “A human does no
action from the actions on the day of Nahr more beloved to Allah
than the spilling blood (of the sacrificial animal). On the Day of
Judgment, it will appear with its horns, and hair, and hooves, and
indeed the blood will be accepted by Allah from where it is received,
before it even falls upon earth, so let your heart be delighted in it.”
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Narrated Anas bin Malik (May Allah be pleased with him),
“The Prophet (Peace be upon him) used to offer two rams as
sacrifices, and I would also offer two rams.”10
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Narrated Anas (May Allah be pleased with him), “Allah’s
Messenger (Peace be upon him) came towards two horned
rams having black and white colors and slaughtered them
with his own hands.”11

8 Surah Al-An’aam: 162

9 Recorded by At-Tirmidhi
10 Recorded by Al-Bukhari
11 Recorded by Al-Bukhari
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Narrated Anas, “The Prophet (Peace be upon him) slaughtered
two rams, black and white in color (as sacrifice), and I saw
him putting his foot on their sides and mentioning Allah’s
Name and takbir (Allahu Akbar). Then he slaughtered them

with his own hands.”1?

The Prophet (Peace be upon him) has said: “On the day of
sacrifice during Hajj, the best act in the sight of Allah is the animal
sacrifice by men. On the Day of Judgment, the sacrificial animal
will appear in its original form. Before its blood is spilled, it reaches
Paradise.”13

He (Peace be upon him) also said: “The one who has the means
and yet fails to do animal sacrifice should not approach the place of
our congregational prayer.”14

This is highly recommended by the Sunnah for:

Every sane adult Muslim who can afford it, on behalf of his
family or one family member.

12 Recorded by Al-Bukhari
13 Recorded by At-Tirmidhi
14 Recorded by Ibn Maajah



THE TIMING OF SACRIFICE
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Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon Him) delivered an address
on the day (of Nahr) in which he said: “None of you should
offer sacrifice of animals until he has completed the (‘Eid)

prayer.”15

o e o P e Tve Tye X .o £ oo -
A N = y Gg o0 LT Ll ® cos o Lo o IR Y el
2 DLhy KL A Al G L i) R LG 3G 13

n - o }o
M‘
Rl g

Narrated Anas bin Malik (May Allah be pleased with him):
“The Prophet (Peace be Upon Him) said, ‘Whoever sacrificed
before the prayer, he just slaughtered it for himself, and whoever
slaughtered it after the prayer, he slaughtered it at the right time
and followed the tradition of the Muslims.””16
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15 Recorded by Muslim
16 Recoded by Bukhari & Muslim
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Jundab bin Sufyan (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: “I

was with Allah's Messenger (Peace be Upon Him) on the day of

‘Eid al-Azha. While he had not returned after having offered (the
Eid prayer) and finished it, he saw the flesh of the sacrificial
animals which had been slaughtered before he had completed the
prayer. Thereupon he (the Prophet) said: "The one who slaughtered
his sacrificial animal before his prayer or our prayer (i.e., Eid), he
should slaughter another one instead, and he who did not
slaughter, he should slaughter by reciting the Name of Allah.””17

Its timing commences from the Fajr of 10 Dhu’l-Hijjah until a
little before the sunset of 13 Dhu’l-Hijjah. It is better to do so
on 10 Dhu’l-Hijjah, and then on 11, 12 or 13 Dhu’l-Hijjah.

It is desirable to do it at early morning, though one may do
so at night as well. If the Eid prayer is held at several places
in a town, it is permissible to sacrifice animal any time after
the Prayer is held anywhere at the town.

17 Recorded by Muslim
11



SACRIFICIAL ANIMALS

It is permissible to sacrifice camel, cow, buffalo or goat.
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“And for every nation all religion We have appointed a rite [of
sacrifice] that they may mention the Name of Allah over what He
has provided for them of [sacrificial] animals.”18

Wild animals are not permissible;
A goat may be sacrificed by one person;

Whereas seven persons may have their shares in a camel, a
cow or a buffalo.
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Jabir bin Abdullah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:
“We performed Hajj Tamattu along with Allah’s Messenger
(Peace be upon Him) and we slaughtered a cow on behalf of
seven persons sharing in it.”1°

18 Surah Al Hajj: 34 (An’aam means The Cattle which means Camel, Cow,
Goat)
19 Recorded by Muslim

12




S0l ey ke o dlll 05 50 U 106 T e S 5 e
e Al e e
Narrated Jabir ibn Abdullah: “We sacrificed along with the

Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon Him) at Al-Hudaybiyyah,
a camel for seven and a cow for seven people.”?0

Conditions for Sacrifice

A camel should be five years old;

A cow or a buffalo should be more than two years old;
The goat should be more than two year old;

And the same holds good for a lamb.

The sacrificial animal should be free of every defect. If it does
not have horns by birth, it is fit for sacrifice. If it is with
broken horns, it may be sacrificed as well. However, if its
horn is broken completely, it is not fit for sacrifice.
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Narrated Al-Bara' bin 'Azib:

20 Recorded by Abu Dawood
13



A Marfu' narration (from the Prophet Peace be upon him),
saying: "A crippled animal whose limp 1s obvious is not to be
slaughtered as sacrifice, nor an animal with a bad eye whose
blindness is obvious, nor a sick animal whose sickness is obvious,
nor an emaciated animal that has no marrow (in its bones)." 1
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Narrated Ubayd ibn Firuz:

I asked al-Bara' ibn Azib: What should be avoided in
sacrificial animals? He said:

The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) stood among us, and
my fingers are smaller than his fingers, and my fingertips are
smaller than his fingertips. He said (pointing with his fingers):
Four (types of animals) should be avoided in sacrifice: A One-eyed
animal which has obviously lost the sight of one eye, a sick animal
which is obviously sick, a lame animal which obviously limps and
an animal with a broken leg with no marrow. I also detest an

21 Recorded by At-Tirmidhi
14



animal which has defective teeth. He said: Leave what you detest,
but do not make it illegal for anyone.

Abu Dawud said: (By a lean animal mean) and animal which
has no marrow.

A castrated animal is permissible for this purpose. However,
a blind animal is not fit. The same applies to a one-eyed
animal or a lame one that cannot walk up to the slaughter
house.

It is not lawful to sacrifice an animal without ears or tail and
if these parts are mostly cut off. A toothless animal is also
not fit. An animal without ears by birth is not fit either.

15



How to use Sacrificial Meat and Skin

Gle T o ysi Sepe G oS0 D s o ST wddes o,
& ¢ s YE o ’U/ /},Uo/////‘)_m/
GU AL S & ,;Aj\yc;w\\w\j ~ \j&n@)ywﬂ;u Ol

2@ - 2 -

0588 (SIS

“And the camels and cattle We have appointed for you as among
the symbols of Allah; for you therein is good. So mention the name
of Allah upon them when lined up [for sacrifice]; and when they
are [lifeless] on their sides, then eat from them and feed the needy
and the beggar. Thus have We subjected them to you that you may
be grateful.”??

It is better to divide sacrificial meat into three portions:

1. One for charity,
2. One for family, and
3. One for the kin and friends.

One may retain all the meat for himself or his family.

If the sacrifice is by way of a vow, one may not consume its
meat. Rather, all of it should be given in charity.

The person making the sacrifice may have the animal skin
for his own use or may give it as a gift. However if he sells it,
price should be given in charity. It is not permissible to pay
the butcher out of the price of sacrificial meat or skin.

22 Surah Al Hajj: 36
16



ETIQUETTES OF QURBANI (SACRIFICE)

Q&;&\dhofbskj;»;ljé Jﬁ&mﬁ‘\bc&)‘&aﬁ;ﬁj‘é}; cg\;.t» ;iou.;

2 o~ © a./.ﬁg//,/..‘l ° ,}/ # S,,}}/Q./aﬁo, }//./0/”
YJQJMU/AL)V&\,{})\JWJ\@;DJMJ.}\\JPWQ@?‘\.&UK& V-ij
. ¥ . 2 [ %/ 0z
Ls’“.aigsz"u;‘f”%w‘b’f

Umm Salama, the wife of Allah's Apostle (Peace be upon him),
reported Allah's Messenger (Peace be upon him) to have said:

He who has a sacrificial animal with him whom (he intends) to
offer as sacrifice, and he enters the month of Dhu'l-Hijja, he should
not get his hair cut or nails trimmed until he has sacrificed the
animal.?3
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Umm Salama reported (these words) directly from Allah's
Messenger (Peace be upon him):

If anyone has in his possession a sacrificial animal to offer as a
sacrifice (on 'Id al-Adha), he should not get his hair cut and nails
trimmed after he has entered the first days of Dhu'l Hijja.**

23 Recorded by Muslim

** Recorded by Muslim
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One should do so with his own hands. If he cannot, he
may take someone’s help.
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Narrated Anas:

The Prophet (Peace be upon him) used to offer as sacrifices, two
horned rams, black and white in color, and used to put his foot on
their sides and slaughter them with his own hands.?®
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Narrated Ali ibn AbuTalib:

When the Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) sacrificed the
camels, he sacrificed thirty of them with his own hand, and then
commanded me (to sacrifice them), so I sacrificed the rest of them.?°

25 Recorded by Bukhari
26 Recorded by Abu Dawood
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